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Phantoms in the brain: transient mass in the posterior fossa after
traumatic cervical SCI and vertebral artery obstruction
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Case summary

We describe the neuroimages of a patient who suf-
fered from a traumatic spinal cord injury at cervical
level and a longitudinal bulbospinal infarct second-
ary to the right vertebral artery obstruction. Twenty
days later, a mass in the posterior fossa and a tetra-
ventricular hydrocephalus were detected. This was
not caused by a bleeding (SWI sequence did not
show hemoglobin degradation products). The mass
did not show contrast enhancement. MRI findings in
the present case indicate a possible collapse of a por-
tion of the ischemic brain tissue during the liquefac-
tive necrosis phase of the infarction, and consequent
fibrine coagulum (1, 2). The mass disappeared a few
months later without any specific treatment.
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Fic. 1. — MRI shows a traumatic lesion in the cervical spine (a). Twenty days later, a mass in posterior fossa was evident (b). This
mass disappeared after 6 months (c). Vertebral artery obstruction (d, e).





